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SUPPLEMENT TO THE

Judiana State Sentinel.

EVDIANAPOLIS, FEBRUARY 26, 1s46.

¢The long advertisement of the mail
contracts having cxcluded from our Weekly
paper much matter which has appeared in
the Semi-weekly, we have becn induced to
issue this supplementary sheet for the bencfit
of our weekly readers.

Speechh of Mr. Keunnedy,
OF INDIANA,
In the House of Representatives, January 10, 1846~

On the resolution of notice to Great Bm_-in to abrogate
the convention of jrint occupancy relative 1o the Ore-

gon lerritory.

Mr. KENNEDY adlressed the commitiea as follows: |

Mr. Chairman—F rom the course this debate has taken,

should a spectator enter this ball, unacquamied with the |

subject that guve rise to it, ha would be led to believe that
the guestion pending was a declaration of war against
Great Britain, All who have argued sgaiost the resolu-
tions under consideration have declared that to pass them
woall inevitably lead to war. Now, I submit that (his is
not a queston of peace or war. The very treaty which

these resolutions propose to annul, provides that said trea- |
ty may af any time be annulled by either panty, giving |
twelve monibks notice of their intenlion to abregate It

And has it come to this, that we cannot do what the trea-
ty stipulates may be done by cither party, withou! incar-
ning the eharge of wickedly rushing our country, unpre-
pared, iuto 3 peedles and desolating war! Nir, I burl

tion giving the no'ice 1o save the coun'ry for you” 1
foel under grest obligations to them for their kindaess ;
but they wiil be so good, in this matier at least, as (4 fet
us of the West determine for ourselves what our bes: pol-
icy is, and to pursue it !

question of extending our laws over and 1aking _pom-ui--n
of our own soil, but whether we sheuld sdmit into the
circle of our glorious Uniou a free und gallant people,
who, like sur futh: 1s, had schisved thewr freedom 10 the
fiercest contes's, and at the joint of the bayonet—then
ouf Southern brethren ssid, “this is the golden moment,”
and this is the approved mode.  [f a gorthern or weslern
man presumed tu quesiion the mode, or olject to the time,
Le was denounced as recreant to the best intercsts of bis
country, snd suspected of secret bostility to the inensure.

I then thought this language unhind and the suspicion
unjust to long teied and foishiful frierds; and therefore
will not repeat or apply them bere 10 our brethren of the
South. We went with them then, snd, I might almost
say, we went it blind. ‘Thst great messure is now con-

now re ualih" o bo T8 2T whether our f: i.fl'id.. “’bd then Il‘d
| the way with a zeal deserving of a nuble cause, and an
. energy that knew no sbatement, wiil ot this time play us
false, and turn us off with the truitor’s sneer. 7 00, J
shail not reprosch them ; they no doubt do what they
thick their doty. But this mouch I will tell them, that
their hesitation and opposition will not deter us ffom dis-
eharging our duty lo our constiluents snd to cur country.
| We will enter the breach slome, and shou'd all but the
| West hang back, she alone would feel competent to meet
snd overcome every emergency ; and in pesce they will
net rest until no flag but vur own glorious stare and stripes
| sha!l wave over every inch of the Amrrican soil.

Some one, | believe it was the gentleman from South
ro'ine, in spesking of the calamitier of war, and the on-
y couses which would justify a nation in sppealing to that

.
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I recollect on a former occasion |
when there was snother quesiion befure this body—not s |

suinmale! ; vur union '8 complete and glorious ; and it |

back this churge of serking a war upon those who make | diead tribunal said, that wonnded honor would slone jus- |
1 vis charge o v ¥4 ) o ho ms |

| tify » resort to srms, and ¢ ympared it to the once common,

archs of the Old World. to crush us es propagandists. On: would finally burst the bands of usnion, throwing the
this subject, | want him, as well <8 oll others who do me | covntry into snarchy sod confusion. Thank God, time
the honor to listen to my remarks, 1o onderstsnd what I has dissipated this hope ; the lsst twenty years has con-
think to be the duty of this government in relation to this, vincad the world that our institutions are as stabile us time,
mstter. I hold it to be the bounden duty of the govern-| and as firm os the decrees of desting. No sooner are the
ment of the United States, from the performance of which governments of Europe convinecd of the stability of our
she cannot shrink withoot dishonor, 1o gee that her insti- | institutions, than they sre startled by the exhitition of our
tutions are set up and maivtained within her entire lim- | principle of up-mi:m_, by the gdmm‘mn of a free republic
ite : here her duty ends; but added to this, she bas a|iito the American Union. This, to them, was the passage
privilege, from the enjoy ment of which no government or | of the Rubicon ; it was the beginning of what will end in
combination of goveraments can or shall deprive her—that | placing under the protection of the broad pinions of the
is, when any contiguous nation wishes to unite her destiny | American esgle the entire continent, stretching from Cape
| with ours, and become one of our constellations of free | Horn to Bhering’s straits, avd from the shores of the
Il“utrn. we will pull up tle laich string and let her come | Atlantie to the waves of the Pacific.
in, to share with us in sll the privileges and immaunities of | :
our glorious confederncy. We claim no right 1o force (I kail as & worthy represeniative of Western Whigs, calls
within our circle any people who do not desire to sit at |our “ mavifest destiny ;7 and with him | say, if the repre-
our tamily hearth; but we do claim, and will exercise, | sentatives tr_l' legitimacy in the Old World, for the purpese
the right to chovse our own compauny 3 and this right we %uf preventing its consummation, clioose to put them-
will ,,.Iinqui_.h m,i}' with our paticnal existence.  We do | selves in batile array, either singly or collectively, let them
not wish, es Rome did. to extend our borders by the force | do it, and upon their heads be the covsequences. We
of srms, but choose rather the rule of right than of might. | cannot, we will not recede.  We neither seek for, nor will
| In the end such a policy will be seen to have been wise ;| we ave ,ld the coufliet ; if it comes, we will enter the srens
If-w s Rome .-xpam‘t--l. scquiring one posmliuu afier an- | strong in the assurence of a good cause, firmiy relving
ather by conquest, she was obliged to maintain herself by | upon the Providence of God, which has thus far stood by
;rapmr and plunder wherever she could carry ber arms; 'and protected us in our onward mn.-rt_x! Knowing that,
and the consequence was, that when she could no longer | a5 berctofore, cach crisis in tbg affairs of nations has
retsin the possessious she had scquired by force by the 'pmdured men ﬂ]\lll to the occasion, so hereafter in e ery
|s|.r,‘p meaus she ased in their acquisition, she fell. We, | emergency, brave spirits will be found capsble of * riding
{on the courary, sceepl only those who come voluntarily, |
| and from choice. And those who desire admission into

the whirlwind snd directing the storm.”
| our confedesacy need no force to retain them there. Each [ flier?

Death in some form or other is the destiny of all

| additional State, sdmitted under such circumstances, adds | of Adam’s race; life ot longest is but a span ; this gene. |

ar.other new and permanent piller for the defence end or- | ration is but dust on the wheel of time.
nament of the temple of liberty,

Anciher new, snd to me @ very sirange srgument, |Ister? Ay; snd who, of all that now hear me, would
| against these resolutions is, that if we, by nsserting our | not rather, when the clangor of Gabriel's trump shall
': rights to Oregon, sre unfortunately plonged into a war, | summon the pale Inn.’hnru of the dead to the congregation
the consrgaence would be, a depression of demoeratic, | of ages, appear in that vast assembly clothed with the

What boots it,

{ blessings which we enjoy.
This is what my friend from lilinois, (Mr. Baker,) whom |

And why, afier all, should we so much dread this con. I

| then, whether we are shaken from it an instant sconer or |

. voke a war!?

it, for I will not Lelieve that war must necessarily grow
out of this question.

Bot be this as it may, so far as [ am concerned, and so
far as | understand the feeling and opinions ol those whom

I represent, this is not a qunliuu of peace or war, but a |

question of right, snd [ am determined it shall be so treat.
ed. Does the territory of Chegon hr!f\ng to the Udnited
States, [If it does, that fact precludes the guestion whe-
ther pesce or war may result from our action or from the
eccupation o! the territory. Bat it has been said that we
have too long slept upon our rights to assert them now in
pesce. That does not result from our having suffered
Engiand jointly o occupy this magnificent territory in
common with us, for commercial purposes, for a quarter of
o centory., This long and peaceable joinl tenancy has re-
salted from the fact that our people were not made ac-
quasinted with the streogih and clearness of our title.
Thousands of the masces—ihe bone and sinew of the
country—have not conned over all the old records and
mugly'lfrutlrs in which our record of titie i» to be found,
and learved therefrom i1s nature or extent ; but while they
were in doubt or ignorance as to our title, they were wil-
ling to see what could be done by diplomacy.

Now the case is altered, and we have by proofs and ar-
guments that have been laid before us, become satisfied
that our title to the whole of Oregon, from 42 deg. 1o 51
deg. 40 min. north latitade, is *clear ard vngestionable.”

I call vpon gent'emen lrom the Sourh, who go agrinst
the naotice, to recall the irresistab’e arguments made, and
the clear and inextinguizhable light which has been shed
upan our title by their “great statesman,” before they ask
us to sarrender one inch of the Oregon territory, which he
has so conc'usively shown 1o be ours. Are we toread the
mastesly arguments of Juhn C, Calboun and Jumes Ba-
chanan, which have made our title to the whaole of Ore-
gon as clear 2a sunhght, only for the purpose of making
our surrender of what they have shown clearly to be ours
the more disgraceful?

We of the West are not *bookish" men. What little
education we bave we received afier the labor of the day
had been done, in the school of adversity, in the Far
West, 1

and almost on the verge of civilization, where aur
srugeios

wih Liadian, and our wrestling
with the bear—now 8o common cerurrence. We have,
therefore, left it to our agents to settle the gurstion to
whom, by the record, Oregon Iulongs. This they have
done, and well done. Ouvr part of the task, which is to
maintsin and defend our rights, is now to commence ; and
by the remembrance of the deeds of our fathers, ardd the
strong affection we cherish for cur wilderness homes, we
will defend them or perish in the sttempt ; we do not want
war, and you slander us when you say our hands are iteh-
ing to grasp the steel of strife, and cur hears panting for
the deadly coiflict. No people more highly appreciate
or value peace and brotherly love, that shou!d bind in one
undiroken chain oll the families «f man, than the people of
the West, We know that our free institutions lourish in
the mild and genial atmosphere of peace; but, when il
comes to the surrender of the patrimony of our fithers—
to receding from, ur yielding up our just rights upon our
own =oil, then, we say, peace can no longer be honorable ,
and we sha'l not besitate when it comes to the question of
dishenerable peace, or lunorable war.

The bonorab'e member from SBouth Caralina (Mr
Rhet') has warned us sgainst the conscquences which
may follow a combination of the I:uruimm! monarchies
against what they may please to call an effurt on our part
to pash the priociples of our free government beyond 1he
boundaries thereof. Sir, we are no propagandists, We
do not wish to spread our principles by conquest ; we de-
sire 1o force our Institotions opos no ln:n].lu under the sun
however much we might be pleased o see all mankind,
not i'lllj’ appire inting, buat er.j swying their inestiimable bles-
sings. But when it comes to this, whetber we shall plant
them upon our own soil, and within our undoubted terri-
torial limits, it is quite another question ; in such a case,

. '
Lhave been baae

we eannot stop 1o coent the cost, or look at ennsequences. |

Another honorable gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Hun-
ter) has told us that “beforo we succeeded in wresting
Oregon (rom Eng'and by conguest, we must prepare 10
chase the British lion around the world in Lis blood and
slaver.”  Sir, | bave no Jd sposition to engnge in the chase
of such a besst, but this | will say, that if the British, or
any other lion, lays down in our path, whilst we are
pncra!»Ey pursuing our own business, w thin our own ter-
lih:ry. that he wiil be soon chased from that lair.

l,“-mlu- st 1= nol our -{FJ.-'_-!, and lurr":.‘l«-ring uu'r terri-
tory s still further from it.  If any gentleman here, be he
from the North or the South, the East or the West, who
belivves cur title to Urcgon is not good, he sha'l be excus-
ed from voting for this notice; but the man that teils me
that he believes that Orepon is ours, and #till shrinks from
assertiyg our exclasive rights there, will allow me, in all
kindness, 1o tell him to look toit, that be does not place
himeell in an attitude theat will not unlj make hi'n uncur-
rent coin among Lis coustituents, but neglect a tluty, the
non-performance of which Le will dr’t‘p:y regret dufing the
remainder of his life.

If Oregon be ours, is it not a Llasting, withering shame
that the cross of St. Georgs should now be floating over
any portion of it ?

{Here Mr. Simms of Missouri, exclaimed alond—“Yes,
it is & burpi: g shame, and it will blister our forehengs like
the mark ser by God upon Cain.™)

And ate we 1o bear this reproach—and shall a brand

Fbke this be burnt into the foreheads of the sons of the |

“Old Thirteen,” bLecause, if we attempt to remove it, we
may provoke a war L. Suppose your fathers, of glorious
revelutionary memory, had been thus timid—suppose that
before they commenced that struggle for liberty. they had

but pow disgraceful, resort to arme between private indi-
| vidoals Lo wipe oul a slain from wounded honor. [ think
: the compansn a bad one. Duse linzx 1= at best a resort 1o
deadly conflict, to gratify personal vanity or wounded
ll"l!‘ 1 thore is pothing natiopal, neble, daring, or patriotie
ita very nalure or elements are falee pride and
. War mial caseas, when j-:-l-ﬁu'.-.'(‘, is
ygecure a grea’ good immediately but remotely,

| It is to break the vharkles which otherwise Il,i;!ﬂ. bind
our sterity o chnins strong 10 be broken,. Was 0
of & two-penny tax on ten, which in-
unsheath sword of the revolu-
Or was it ot rather 8 resclance to thut species of
legis'ation and policy. which, if submitted 10, would have
made themselves and their el dren iostrumens of Dritish

nbout 1t}

pae solfisboess [0

to avod the payn ent
ur

)

Roxanais)
ducerd
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iyranny, and puppets of & Briti-h Parliament ! And can any |

compare that noble appeal to the God of
the call one individaal may make wpon
another to meet him wvpon what is ecalled by some
the field of honor—-where. in o many instances,
the ounly monuments left to mark the spot of the bar-
barous conflict, and to tell of the wrangs irflicted
opon the widow and the orphsan, in the suil which drank
tse victim's blood! S, 1 live in a country where they
neither fight duels, nor sacrifice national rights; but
where he w ho falls in the defence of his country 's rights
is believed o slumber in the patriot’s grave.

Most of th se who go ageinst these resclutions, say that
they do not des‘gn to surrend r Oregon, but that they
ouly wish to settie the question peaceably.
setivity ™' the ery of some. Let the eonvention or
treaty stand—have no discussion, and make no question
about it now ; but encoursge ewmigration, push yvour set-
tlers into Oregon, and when you have strengih enongh
there to hold furcible possession, then lot it be known that
you intend to ascert your rights This to me scems
much (ke stealing into your own territory, taking advan-
tage of 8 pretence of peace to fortify yourselves for war,
If 1his view of the sulject be nght, you will al'ow me 1o
say, that although I may not eractly comprehend what is
mesnt by national honer, yet 1 fiel that such a policy
would bring upon us uational dishokor, and sul ject us to
If we belicve that Oregon
is ours, we ought to hate courage enosugh to tell Eag
so: and that we intended and were
vour rights there by immediate occupancy of the whaole
tenritory after the twelve months' notice shall have been
We owe it to ourselves, we owe it to the Lonnr of
our country, to tell Euvglind in plain republican terins
what we intend to do. 1 weuld scorn to teke our eten
by stesith, or their’e by force. The giving this notice is
forthes ol jeeted to for fear it may bring dire enlamities
gpon 0ur cit zens in Oregon.  The gentleman from Vir
ginia {Mr. Hesrven) predicts, thatthe effect of a war
(which be insists will fullow the giving this notice) will
be to put all our citizens in that territory to the sword, or
subject them to the tomahawk and scalping knife of the
merciless [udian. Let that gentleman ealm Lis fears on
that subject ; that people will never ask you to stain the
escutchion of this government in order to protect them
from either red cont or red skin. [ know some of the
people of that far-ofl territory ; with some of them 1
have warmed my feel at the same fomily hearth; with
them [ learned my letiers in the same log school house,
aud witli them have I passed through scenes of hardship and
suffering in the uncultivated wilds of the West, that have fit-
ted th. m for every enterprise however hazardous, and every
danger however thresteving. They went to Oregon with
their eyes open ; and all they ask of you is, to untie the
fetters which this treaty of joint occupancy bas thrown
around their manly limbs. This is all they a:k at your
hands ; avd should they fall in asserting our right 10 the
whole of Oregon, they will sink, covered with bhonorable
scars, a rich legacy to their sons who will arise to avenge
their father's wrongs,

1 have hwen |"‘l't:l“|l to hear, daring this debate, allusion
made 1o the western peop'e a5 a war-loving and peace-ha-
nr e ]un'-pb'. who delight in blood and carnage, and who
were snxious by their ecurse to embroi! this couvntry in a
war. Who are those men thus unkindly aliuded 10 and
unjustly assa led? They are sous of revolutionary sires,
and spiti's of noble daring, who have cleared the way for
vou into the heart of this maguificent empire. They
have gone before you like the pillar of clovd by Jay and
of fire by night, roliis g back the Indian of the forest o
give passage to civilization, as the waters of the Red sea
were rolled back by the Great Jehovwsh to give passage o
the children of Isroel; and however scornfully you may
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treat them, or whotever estimate you may place upen
them, | verily believe they are as pure and as patriotic as
the citizens of any other portion of this Union. While
they are on the frontiers, where their instinets and clu'.)'
lead them, upon the very soil designed by Providence as
their inheritance, they will remain in peace and guicet, giv-
ing you no trouble, and making no unnecessary demands
uj on your government But I warn you from the conse-
quences of an effort to stop their onward progress. Do
pot let the British get possessien of Oregon, and block op
the passes of the Rocky mountains sguinst the Western
flight. Should you do it, and thereby turniback into the val-
lev of the Great West those whose disposition and choice it
is 1o mingle in border scenes of hardship and suffering, you
may introduce into our society an element that may tum-
ble it into ruine, ss Jid Samson the temple of Dagon when
he seized its pillars at the city of Gaza.

What is our exact position in relation to (his matter ?
The President, during last summer, made a proposition to
Grest Britain to divide the Oregon territory on the 49'h
parailel of latitude. This offer was rejected by the Drit-

and a rize of federal principles , thet centralism wiil grow
the ruins of Stste.-richis. Mr. Chaitman, | am s |
demoerat, and as the saying is, dyed in the wool; I have
{always to the u'most of my ability opposed centralism,
banks, funded debts, snd protective tariifs ; indeed it has |
been a common remark, that | was so radical, that it
| placed me a century in advance of my own party. Dut,
| be it known that [ am not the man to maintlain my paoliti-
| cal party in the mavagement of internal sffiirs, by the
surrender of external rights. And I pow declare in the
nresence of this House, and in the face of the world, that
if it be necessary to the maintenance of our national
rights, and country’s honor, that my politiesl opponents |
toke the reing of government, I am this dvy willing 1o
make 1o them the surrender—believing, as 1 from my soul
do believe, that in everyth'ng that pertaing to the honor of
our counlry, they are as patriotic as we are, snd that our
differences as to sdministrative measures, grow out of
honest differences of opinion, as 1o what will best promote
our country’s weal. But I otterly repudiate the gentle.
| man's argument ; it is false in theory, and equally false in
fact, Democracy can grow, and has grown, whilst the
storm of war raged in all its fury ; the seeds of democracy
were cast into the earth by the hand of the revolution ;
it was eralled in its storms, and nursed in its fiercest con-
flicts ; there and then was the tree of liberty planted ; and
the tempests of war ouly loosened the earth about its
roots, that it might grow the faster and spread the wider ;
is roots have been plentifully moistened by the warm
life's blood of those who defended it against the furious
asssults of the wild boar of legitimacy, sceking to whet
his tesis asgainst its inner bark. And I tell gentlemen,

hat if it i= occasionally moistened by the blood of the pa-
triot, bonestiv shed in its defence, it will not grow a whit |
the worse, nor cast a leaf on that sccount. Has not the
West, the whole of the besutiful inland paradise rescun-
ded with the elank of arms, and has not its soil, and eve-
ry furlong thereof, been sisined with the blood of the
'l’-"' neer and Indian commingling as they fell in deadly
strife Will any man tell e that liberty, in its most
comely and unoblrusive form, does not flourish there?
Sir, itis the very l}!-u'(‘ where it mny e Hu'._\r said, we
have liberty without licentiousness, and order in the ab-
sence of law,

We have again and again, in the course of this Jebate
been reminded of ‘the powor and greatness of the govern-
ment with which we are lilely to come in conflict. [ do
no« desire o speak barshly of the British government;
but [ despise this constant vaunting of the greatness of
England. Who, and what i1s she! The seat of her
power is situsted on a little island stuck down in the
North sea, True, she has spread her arms like seas, to
grasp in all the shores ; but atill ehe is not so terrible as to
make the nations tremble. All of her greatness now de-
pends npon her commerce. Clip her wiogs of that, and,
like the bird of Jove, she falls to the earth a lifeless carcass,
I seek no conflict between my country and Great Britgin,
l.et each pursue her path alone, and unmolested by the
other, We will no! go out of our way to attack the Bri-
tish lion ; but if he chooses to lay himse.f across our path,
and refuses to remove at a peaceful summons, then there
will be no alternative—the American eagle will strike her
talons into his nostrils, and you will see his blood spout
as though a whale had been harpooned.

There ig, I repeat, no occasion for war; and there will
be none, anless the government of Great Britam desire
war with this country. If she does. she may make this
qlwﬂi-\n the pretext Whether she wants war remaius to

be seen. IF 1t is the design of Providence that she shali
decline, as she al’("riP_"}‘ degrees, no conflict will come.
If, on the other hand, it is ker destiny to pay in blood the
delit of bloed zhe owes the world, then 1 have no oljection
to belong to the nation and to live in the age that shall
chastise her for the evils ehe has mnflicted on the human
race. She is old and worn within; the llood of apges
etains ber skirts, I she iz mad enough to attack the
voong giant of the western world, whose tall shadow is
already beginning to eclipse her glory, on her head be the
consequences; and let those who are not engaged in the
eonflict stand from under, and prepare to hear a crash * as
if the rilis of natare broke.”

Some gentlemen scofl at what has been called the des-
tiny of mnations — or what is the same thing, the
Providenee of God in the affairs of men. Sir, where were
we two centuries ago?! Wae were a handfol of Pilgrims
larding upon Plymouth rock, and a small band of cava.
liers planted on the sunny sands of the South. From
this small beginning, and in this short time, what have we
become? Ve hove ndvanced by steady and peaceful
strides, covering the continent with independent and in-
dustricus citizens, following up the red man oot by feot,
driving him from hsant to haunt, until, like a small and
broken eloud that skirts the fur-off horizon, he now rests
along the shores of the weslern ocean, ready to take his
last plunge, and leave the graves of his fathers, 1o be viri-
ted no more forever s there no destiny in this? s not
the finger of God as plainly seen aa when he first set in
heavens the star of Bethlehem? The man who sees it
not must be either blind or infidel,

It is said by some that we do not need the Oregon ter-
ritory for purposes of settlement. This is o great mistake ;
and that you may clearly sce the error into which some
have fallen, I invite you to go to the West and visit one
of our log cabins, and number its inmates. There you
will see n strong, stout youth of eighteen, with his better
hu&i',jJsl commencing the first struggles of independent
life. ‘Thirty years from that time, visit them again ;
and instead of two, you find in the same family
twenty-two. This is what 1 call the American mul-
tii..h..-a‘l'mn table. Maltiply this next generation by

nn

sure os Adam fell.

bloom of youth, bearing vpon your front the death-gash
received in defence of your country's honor and the rights
rights of man, than covered with the wrinkles of dishon-
ored nge !

Against the English people I have no hostile feeling ;
on the contrary, I love them for their aspirations efter free-
dom, and 1 only reproach them that they do not tear away
those feudal cobwebs which have so long galled their
manly himbs, ar ll cast among the |ur|l'lrr q»f !\Eé‘q.lhf‘!lﬂ
principles of legitimacy which di<grace the cous iry and
age in which they Live. Bat the English gover.ment is
quite another thing. To my nund it is the very worst
governmenl upon mr:h. IT has Eome prr-‘u."'ﬂ I.lh ||herly
without any of its substance. It tears the sinews and

drinks the sweat of its lgboric g millions to fatien a stall-

fed sristocracy. Our first conflict with England was in
the revolution, which ended in tesring from the British
crown thirteen of its brightest jewels and wrieging fiom
her stubborn heart the acknowledgment that these colo-
nies were, and of right ought 10 be, free,

The second was the war of 1812, which is called the
second war of independence. It humbled the pride of the
Britich navy, and ended in a blaze of glury on the plains
of New Orleans, by making thousands of her bravest
troops bite the dust in conflict with the raw militia of the
Western Siates. The thind and lsst confiict is not yet,
No man can doult but that it will come, When the his-
touy of that war is written, it will recerd the downfall of
the Dritish Exnpire. Fall she must, and fall she will, as
She is now standing in the twilight of
her glory ; and a sharp vision may easily discern, written
upon her front, the inscription tinced by an invisible hand
upon the palace wall of the Babylonian King.

As | said before, England’s grestness now rests upon
her commerce. She has threo hundred millions of ton-
nage, which gaoges her shipping., “We have already two
hundred millions, and are now gathering upon her with
the strides of a swift courser. When we pass her, her
downfall by peacesble means will be rapid and sudden,

Oregon is therefore all imiportant in a commercial point
of view. Itis the inch of ground wpon which we can
place a fulcrom, giving us the lever by which to overturn
the world of British commerce. It will give us a cluster
of manufactoring and ecommercial Statee on the Pacifie
corresponding with our New England States upon the
Atlantic. Then the inhbitants of the great Mississippi
valley, who have in their possession the garden of the
world and the granary of the universe, will siretch out one
hand to the East Indies throvgh the Pacifie chain, the
oiher to Europe through the Atlantic channel, grasping
the trade of the civilized earth as we now hold in posses-
sion the means for subsis'ance of the whole human family.

There is in this discussion, 10 me, a new and very sgree-
able feature. The discusson indicates and the vote will
prove, that this is no * party question.” There sits an
aged and veuerable man (pointing to Jonx Q. Anaxs)
of the Whig party who has spoken and will vote with v+,
because he feels it his duty so to do.
said of the hot haste of my routhful blood, I feel confident
that whilst I follow the lead o! one whose locks are whit-
ened by the snows of eighty winters, | can do nothing
rashly. On the other hand, there are some equally re-
spectable friends on the Democratie side of the House who
think doty calls to “inactivity,” snd therefore will vote
against Oregon. So | would bave i1, that the world may
know that this is not a question of a party in America,
but of an American party,

I have attempted, Mr, Chairman, in my feeble way, to
show the commitiee that duty ealls, and interest pniufn. to
the assertion of our rights to Oregon. [ ecannot, I will not,
doubt but that the House will respond sffirmatively. This
is the war feeling and the only war feeling in the West,
If war must come, let it come : and those who provoke it
will have to abide its consequences.

Whatever may be

Speech ef Mir. Wick,
OF INDIANA,

In the House of Representatives, January 30,1846.—
On the resolution authorizing the President to give
the notice of the termination of the joint occupan-
cy of the Oregon territory.

The House being in commitiee of the whole on the

State of the Union—

Mr. WICK rose and ac
ollows :

lie was in a place, he said, in "which it had been
justly remarked that one could neither speak nor
hear, and in which, in point of fact, little that was
said was heard. Though aware of this difficulty, he
should undertake the task of speaking, and, strange
as 1t might seem, not for Buncombe, but for this

House.

His good constituents at home had been quietly
enjoying the Christimas holidays, eating their ducks

ldressed the commitiee as

and turkeys, or pursuing their ordinary avocations, |
and were perfectly uncounscious that their representa- |

tive here had for the last two or three weeks exhibit-
ed the ungraceful figure of sitting here, leaning upon
a desk, crouched like a catamount watching for prey,
and waiting for the moment to spring forward, at the
close of each of some hundred or more speeches, and,
at the top of Lis voice,cry out “Mr, Cliairman ! His
constituents had heard nothing of this; but he meant
to tell themn about it when he got home, and let them

s

know the di'.‘{:u‘il:f_‘.‘ here i2, no! to make a -ii_w_\ech, but |

to obtain the floor for the p

r'
Now that I have obain

tie

wse of making one.
d floor, Mr. Chairman,

(said Mr. W.) Ifind that it isa privilege scarcely worth )

———
are our rifles and riflemen! If a loynl subject of
England asked the question, 1 would answer that our
rifles wereall taken, and our riflemen were all killed at
the battle of New Orlesns! Put we cannot take
Canada ; that, the gentlemman says, is impossible, be-
cauvse the Welland canal would afford the means of
transporting British fleets to the lakes, and that we
could pever get across to Canada, the British baving
command of the Jakes. We cannot cross on the ice,
he says, in the winter seasun, because the British
would lay down powder kegs, all in one comtinued
ow, from the Falis of Niagara to the northwest cor-
yner of Lake Superior, then touch them off by » gul-
much trouble to us as to any part of the country. 'We |vanic communication, and blox up the whole of the
would never wish for war, either for profit or glory. |ice. Now, sir, these powder kege mwust be all ina
Again, it has been said that the West wants a war, |string, and all connected together; and there must
or a war fever, for the purpose of making a north- | not be a Jeaky one among them, and no Yankee must
western President, What is the gentleman's positivn | find it out, Jest the arrangement should be disturbed.
in regard to this allegation! Did the gentleman re- |Sir, the gentleman knows nothing of our ¢limate in
fer to the distinguished Senator from Missouri, (Mr. lthq northwest. - Why, sir, you way blow up the
Benton 1) If so, what would become of that geatle- | whole of the ice one night, and the water will be fro-

man’s hobby, the hard money system, if a war should | zen over again the next night.
take place !

(said Mr. W) I live in the Northwest, and [ know
what the feelings and the wishes of her people are
much better than the geatleman does. He guesses,
but I know. | would take his word wpon any subject
concerning which his means of informing himself
were ample and mine limited ; and bhe may take my
word when | te!l Lim that he has been grossly misin-
formed. | bave never seen a man in the Northwest
who wanted a war for the sake of war, orof any sup-
posed pecuniary profit to result from it. We, sir, are
afraid of the evils of war, for it would deprive us of
our market for cur products, and of many of the
War would bring as

The British govern-
A war would at once deprive him of all | ment will have to get something stronger than gun-
the benefit of his long advocacy of the hard-money |powder for this purpose. No article known to ber
principle ; for his untiring advocacy of which the |extensive commerce will answer the purpose. She
northwest has so much and so long admired him ; for, | must deal in voung volcanoes, and import some small
as the honorable gentleman from South Carolina says, | gpecimens of the infernal regions to keep the lakes
an era of war is always an era of paper money. | thawed n winter tune. | ml-l gra!:ﬁenl. howewr. to
Does the gt-n'.lr_*man refer loa distinguished citizen | learn from the honorable gentleman that South Caro-
of Michigan and Senator from that State T That dis- [ }ina will be able to Jook out for herself in time of war,
tinguished gentleman lives within eleven hundred |and that she will ensconse herself in her SwWamps,
yards of the British line, and the occurrence of a war | where sbhe will be out of harm’s way.
would inevitably consign his houses to the flames, y
and his property to destruction. Why should he in-
But still (said Mr. W.) I do expect
that, in the course of our history, the northwest will,
at a short day, too, furnish an actual five President of
the United States, to the great Empire State, the An-
cient Dominion, and to South Carolina. And [ do not |
think we shall be obliged to make a war for the pur-
pose of effeeting that object. Living in the West, |
am well informed as to its feelings, and I speak with
confidence in regard to them.
the honerable member

| The gentleman asserted for S. Carolina, and the sons
| of Marion, of Sampter, and Pinckoey, the capacity to
| retreat into her impenetrable fastnessce, andthere de-
fend her agninst the world. In the eveat of a war for
Oregon, will S. Carolina thus creep into her shell ?

Mr. Hormges. | said we would come to your as-
gistance.

We thank you, (said Mr. W.)) and T will say to
South Carolina, that when the porthiern fanatics shall
trouble her, we will come to her rescue.

It has been said by The gentlemsan from Ohio (Mr. Gipmxes) has
rom South Carolina [Mr. |threatened the South with & war of emancipation,
Rhett,] that we in the northwest have nothing to luse 'and an invasion by the black regiments from the
by a war, as we export nothing, whereas the South | West Indies. The southern gentlemen have preferred
would lose the market for her cotton. The honorable | to answer him. They had better leave the one idea
gentleman from South Carolina was evigently misin- and its professors to us of the northwest. 1 had an
formed on that sul The wheat ard other pro- | answer for the gentleman as to this most untasteful
ducts of the northwest found its way to England, for- '.;].-\-L-]l.;mu-ut of his one idea. We in the northwest
The north- | know his ways, fur we have a few of his party in In-

merly through Canada, but now direetly.
portion to her | d [ will waive my answer to him, but will say

[ 1) ._i“t‘!.

west makes as many clear dollars in prog diana.
population from the export of her wheat and other |10 him that my non-slaveholding constituents mean
products, as South Carolina does from the cxport of | that justice shall be done 1o the South end its consti-
ner cotton. The prices of our produceare as well un- | tutional rights : for o intense is their anxiety on this
derstood in Liverpool, and London, and Charleston, | subject, lest it should disturb the barmony of the
as is the price of cotton. We sell our produce wher- | [Inion, that they are ready to do full and ample jus-
ever it is wanted—to England, when her starving |ticeto the South. If T should endorse what was said
l"'l'“"“"““ require it, and to South Carolina, when her Ly the honorable member from Missouri—viz : that
cotton and rice crops are good, and her terrapin crop the gentleman's wish waos father to his thought—my
fails. non-slaveholding constituents would believe me; and

In reference to the sentiment which the gentleman | were thev to read his (Mr. G.'s) specch, they would
from South Carolina had advanced, that those should  gwear to their belief of the idea suggested by the
not bazard a public war—wholesale murder—who do | honorable member from Missouri. We in the West
not defend their personal honor according to the pecu- | do nut denounce these men, but rather laugh at them,
liar fashion adopted in some parts of the world, be- ‘and at their utter failure to propagate their Union-de-
cause, they say, that tends to murder, I will say that | stroving principles. But, sir. | can devote no more
the gentleman is mistaken, if he applies it to us of | time to answering the remarks of theee who have
the northwest, for we do defend our personal bonor, preceded me. Were | 1o go into a full notice and
according to our own code, refutation of arguments against the measure befure
refuse us our own way of doing this, while he remains | the committee, it would consume twenty hours in-
a consistent advocate of State sovereignty and State | stead of one.
rights.

The geuntleman cannot

T

i

1
A
i
The gi‘}.lfn‘ma!’a cannot

The little time which is left to me [

will devote to the consideration of the question ; and

ainsay that Indiana, for|if [ am asked why my speech contains no more about

Imost every thing has

In extrome | been said over and over again in the course of the de-

i, according 1o our custom, two gentlemen | bate. 1 am not careful whether or not my opinions

lock themselves up in a room in the third story, and | will be deemed heretical on this subject, when 1 say

then proceed to assert their personal honor; and be |that I am for Oregon and against a war; but for Ore-
that jumps out of the window, at the end of a Lalf- | gon, war or no war

hour, earrying with him the ears, eyes, noses, &e., |

=
-
example, is a sovereign State, and therefore entitled | Oregon, I will answer that s
to establish her own customs and usages.

Cases, &

! I adopt (said Mr. W.) the opinion of the venerable
belonging to both is the victor. That, sir, is r'iurlgenﬂt-m:m from Massachusetts, (Mr. Apaxs,) and of
code ; and when the whele world, (1 mean the civil- | the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations,
1zed world,) shall adopt it, we will fight the whele | (Mr. IxcErsorL,) asto the proper construction of the
world according to that system for Oregon, or on any | convention of 15827—to wit : that it is a commercial
other point. In the event of the universal adoption |treaty, stipulating for a joint occupancy for the pur-
of this mode, the non-voting constituents of the hon- | pose of trade. The logic of all those gentlemen who
orable member from South Carolina would be admira- | had spoken in favor of Oregon appears to be very
ble combatants. In a war with Eugland, it would be | sound ; and therefore I adopt principally all the views
nigger against cockney. of gentlemen who had spoken on this side of the sub-
But the gentleman is excusable for knowing little |ject; and I have transmitted many of their speeches
of the northwest, for he has never been there. No{1o my constitvency, thereby, in the main, endorsing
one ever emigates from Indiana to South Carolina, |their views, and making iy own known.
and therefure South Carolina knows nothing about us;| I am determined to claim all Oregon, and am ready
but many emigrants from South Carolina come among | to claim all the continent, upgn the principle of mani-
us, and tell us all about it; and they had taken occa- | fest destiny urged by the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
sion to tell us of the wanifold merits and great | Baxsr) and my transcendental friend from Pennsyl-
achievements of that Smte. 1 have reason to admire | vania (Mr. I.I.':'\.\'_) =
that old State on many accounts. She has taught uvs [ am not accustomed to deal in poetry,and there-
the revenue tariff doctrine ; for though it came to us fore gentlemen must excuse me for not introducing
originally from Virginia, it was doubly distilled by 'lany in my remarks; bot | am perfectly willing to
South Carolina into a concentrated essence, and we |take all the poetry that has been recited here, gnﬂd
swallowed. it, and loved the dose. We admire South | and bad, applicable or not, and whether new or old
Carolina, also, for her talented sons. We admire her acquaintances. So in regard to all the declarations
honorable bearing. We acknowledge her right to| which have been made in the debate sgainst the
secede from the Union, and will give Ler, or any oth- | abominations of the British government: [ adopt
er discontented State, a pass for that purpose. But we [the whole of them, and, moreover, I hope that their
| do not recognize her right to remain in the Union, |authors will consider that, after baving done their
and yet nullify the Jaws of the Union. The course of | best, were I to launch out or: that subject, they would
South Carolina is always rather eccentrie, in our es- | be most signally outdone.
timation. She will at one time oppose the electionof | Sir, [ do not believe that we shall take the whole
a President, and then support him after his election ; | world ; but if we do not, our principles will. Our
and then at another time she will contribute to elect principles are extending all over the world. The last
a President, aud then oppose hisadministration. We | war did much to extend them, and another will ex-
think she sometimes has carried her views of State |tend them further. We have seen gradual encroach-
sovereignty a leetle too far—to wit, when she affected | ment on the monopolies and governmental abuses of
to nullify the laws of the United States ; and that in her | the Old World, and we have witnessed the conces-
political course she is o leet/e 100 South Carclinaish. But | sjons made by them to popular rights. Lately we
one thing we will say for South Carclina : we will ex- | have witnessed the yielding of British ministers to the
cuse her and Ler politicians from the charge of any | progress of liberal principles; and oh! bow grudg-
Presidential asprrations at the present time. The fin- | ingly do they make any concession. All this s the re-
ger-board that directed to the White House, pointed |sult of the American principles in favor of equal
also at the late election to Texas and Oregon, and now | rights and popular self-government becoming gradoeal-
it pointed to Oregon alone; and there is no other |ly known to the world. The ultimate lrium;‘h of our
| way by which the executive mansion can be reached. | principles, such as progressive democracy will make
1 do not see South Carolina on that road. them, is sure, and it will come in God's vwn good
I now turn my attention to my democratic whig | time.
friend from Illinois, (Mr. Baxeg,) who had asked the| We started at the late election with our principles
| supporters of Mr. Polk to reconcile our clear and un- | —the reduction of the tariff, Texas, and Oregon. One
questionable right to Oregon with the offer of the 40th | of them has been carried triumphantly through, and
| parallel as a compromise. He asked how Mr. Polk, | the tariff reform and Oregon remain to be disposed of.
after making such an assertion of our title, could of- | I presume that a few democrats will be found missing
fer a compromise. 1 do not find in the message that | when we come to the vote on the Uregon question.
Mr. Polk described any particular Oregen as ours. | Well, 1 hope there will be enough democrats left to
There is Russian Oregon, for instance, and Mr, Polk |carry the measure; and we are desirous to carry it
could not claim that. The assertion was made in re- | independently of the action of our political opponents.
gard to our title to the whole of our Oregon—to that | We would not desire to be, like a distinguished whig
part of the territory to which our right should be as- | member in 1841, (Mr. Wise,) obliged to appeal to
certained. How that rieht ghould be ascertained he | our adversaries to ** gave us from our friends, ™ and
| does not say. Perhaps it must be by the *“witima ratio |to look around us to hunt up republicans. | see pub-
regum ™ But the President was partially committed | lic opinion rallying around this question, and that

-

as gentlemen sav, counied the cost, had numbered the  i*h Minister without = reference lo I‘tis government, and
ships and bayovets of their insolent oppressors, where = Was 88 promptly withdrawn by ”."" Executive, who now
would you have been, Mr. Chairman?  Instead of presid- | frankly tells us, that, in his opinian, no offer of com-
ing, 8s you now do, over sn American Congress, you  promise that this government nugh‘l to accept, will .he
would Lave been a vassal of the British erown. made by England ; and, therefore, this notice, in his opin-

And has the Wlood of those men which now flows | ion,ought to be giveu, I am not disposed to censure the
through our veins become so pale—has it degenerated so President for having made this propuuliou. surrounded as
soon that in less than one century—and whilst a few, alas!  he was by many ditficuliies and embarrassments, growing
00 few of those noble patriots ate still lingering among us Ot of furmer m‘_gnunli!.‘-n?. and thr_pu-iliuf; in whkich he
~—we are prepared to surrender 1o the sane haughty pow. found the question when Le came into office ; but [ am
er, a portion of the glorious legacy achieved by their valor, free to say, that [ congratulate him, not _cmly for his own
for fear we may be startled by the sound of their war. sake, but fur that of the couuntry, that his offer was rejec-
tramp, or the rastle of their aritilery 1 Forbid it, Heaven ! ted. .r!_mr.! I think I may venture to predict, that such an

Geutlemen have argued (his is & western gquestion. It | offer will not ngain be made; and certain T am that, sit-
is 8 national question. E!gr’ pﬂﬂiﬂﬂ and section | unted as we nﬂW EIC,‘ Ihe_counlry IWl”. not s.uslmn any ex-
of this country is interested, and deeply interested, | ecutive or administration in repeating it. No obstacle ean
in the possession and occupation of Oregon. Yet, on now be thrown in the way to prevent ut'lr bolding the
secount of its locality, weslern gentlemen have frequently | territory up to 54° 40, unices her M «Jesty s government
been appea’ed to in relation to it, and western feeling in- | should disavow the action nl', her m““'!f'- and now pro-
quired ofier. [If the West is 10 be consulied as to the set- | pose to -ctept_ the President’s offer. This I think will
tlement of Oregon—and [ believe they ought—I declare it | not be done ; if not, wo are at length clear of the shackles
to be my firm belief that in that vast and mighty valley, which previous negotistions have flung sround ws, and

not one man in twenly will every consent to surrender
one inch of what they believe rightfully to belong to the
Ucited States. They will neither surrender it for fear of
s war, nor g¢'l it for a pecuniary consideration. Al the
bayonets of England cannet win, nor the gold of Pern
puichase it

But the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Yanecay) sdmon-
ishes us 1o wait ontil we are prepared for the strife, as

free to exercise our exclusive rights to the whole of Ore-
gon. But suppose we neglect to carry out the recommen-
dation of the President, and refuse to give the notice;
will it not be an intimation o the Britrsh government and
to the world, that Congress does not concar with the ex-

acknowledgement, that we Jo not fecl ourselves able to

ecutive branch of the government, as to the clearness of |
our title to that territory—or yet, n still more humiliating '

this table, and where, without Oregon, will you find |
room for our people? The greater portion of thls
multiplying mass of humanity have their faces to-
wards the setting sun. * Westward ho!” is the cry;|
and vou esn no more stop them this side the shores of the
Pacific than you can dam up the mighty waters of the
Missoun, whilst the snows are melling on the Stony
mountain in which it takes its rise. Whera, [ repeat,
withaout Oregon, are we to find room for our people?
W hiat are we to do with the little white-headed girls and
boys— God bless them '—who throng our western valleys,
bright and blooming as the flowers that deck our illimitable
prairies !

Can 1t be true, as suggested by the genllemsn from - . ' ;
South Carolina, (Mr. Rhett,) that there is danger of a| While we are engaged here in deliberating upen a
combined alliance of European powers agsinstus?! Do | s_nh]r:ct concerning our forcign relations—the most de-
they exhibit a disposition to form an unholy alliance, to | licate of all topics discussed here—be could well com-
prevent the spread and cruch the growth of our free insti- | prebend the propriety of not “*o'erstepping the modes-
tutions I repeat, there is no other danger of war grow- | ty of nature,” and of measuring every sentence by
ing out of our present attitude upon the Oregon question. |the dictates of calm discretion and prudence. He
In that event, it may be made the prefex! for the onslsught, | would endeavor to control himself accordingly,
but can never be the real cause of war. England has no | and to “let his moderation be seen.” Yet he felt
rights in or to Oregon; wt least, her diplomatists have failed | ut Jiberty 1o remember that he was the represen-
to show them, whi'st ours bave clearly negatived the ex- | ygtive of a feamless and independent people, who
istence of eny such right. speak their minds in free off-hand style—alweys,

Let us take o short retrospect of the past, in order to | however, in courtesy, or, what is better, good nature.
judge correctly of the fu_lure. Lih@ﬂ". failing to find o At an mrl) stage of this debate we had been told
foothold upon the old continent, took her flight to the New | by oy honorable member from South Carolina (Mr.

n‘j'-'-*‘m:_z over, for i:\‘f'r}'lin:l‘.;: had been said that could
be said on the subject, and it was now perfectly ex-
hausted. There was not an infinitesmal point which
had not been made the subject of a long speech ; and
[ am too proud (said Mr, W.) to repeat what others
have said before. What, then, shall I do?! [n the
committee of the whole on the state of the Union, |

|in general, and also to respond to things which had
| been said by others in the course of this discussion.
There are some things which had been said in the de-
| bate to which no direct answer had been made, and I,
| (said Mr. W.) will attend to them.

believe it is in order to speak of matters and things!

upon this subject by the action of his predecessors, to
offer the 49th parallel not as a right, but as a com-
promise, fur the sake of peace—so his message tells
lus. Will a Clay man reprehend him for this, when

the same offer was made by Mr. Clay himeelf, al-
though he had said that Great Britain had no
colorable title toany part of Oregon ?

My friend from South Carolina (Mr. Holmes,) has
| aleo made some remarks on this subject, to which |
' must pay some attention. The gentleman bad con-
| tended more strongly for the British right to Oregon,
| and has more strongly denied tlie American rights

there, than any British statesman or negotiator has
ever done. I will turn the honorable gentleman over

| to his particular friend the honorable chairman of the
| Committee on Foreign Affairs, for an answer to his
| argument on that point. The gentleman had very
| poetically described the evils, and disasters, and de-
struction of a war. His deseription of British tri-
umphs and American defeats, which he anticipates, is

i vastly more poetic and graphie than will be any Brit-
ish song written after the war shall be over to record
The gentleman, in his description of the

|
|

| its events.
| immense power of Great Britain, said that she had
forty war-steamers.

Mr. Horues. One hundred and forty.

Mr. W. continved. Well, let them bring them nll

| democrats and whigs are sending up their prayers
| here for Oregon, their country, its integrity and hon-
or. 1 am glad to see that, on this truly American
question, our political opponents here instructed by
their constituencies are, many of them, about to give
their voicesto us upon this guestion ; but I would be yet
more delighted to see the party to which I belong a
unit now as heretofore.

In the northwest, we go for all the issves of 1844,
I regret to see that some portion of the party in Con.
gress is hanging back ; perhaps it is expected to save
the tariff of 1842. 1 bhear of a drag on that point, of
some impracticable Pennsylvanians who will not sus-
tain us in carrying out all the principles of 1844. |
will say to our political opponents that il we should
find Pennsylvania a * fixed fact™ in the way of our
tariff reform, you cannot laugh at ue for it. Soif
South Carolina should be a ** fixed fact ™ in our way
on the Oregsa question, you need nol jeer us. Our
opponents cannot langh at us even should we fail ; for
we have gained Texss even should we lose the taniff
reform and Oregon, and that is much more than you
gained. What did you get by your victory in 15401
Nothing but the distribution law, which we repealed
in a few monihs after. But you eannot repeal the
annexation of Texas. [ am glad to see that we have
many honorzble friends on the other side of the House

Worl® The causes which produced, and the consequen-

Rhett,) that the West and Northwest had claimed a

vindicate our rights thereto !

What do gentlemen promise themeelves [ om further
negotistions, whilst this joint occupancy lasts?
Britain is now in possession of all she ever claimed, snd
while this trenty lasts, I sssure gentlemen she will never
settle this question, for the very good reason, that her
condition can never be betier, but may be, and unques-
tionably wonld be worse. [t would, therefore, be an act
of folly oa her part to allow it to be changed so long as
she could keep it in statu guo. Give this notice—abro-
gate this reaty—and then she will see and feel the ne-
cessity of immediaie and effectual negotiation ; (ill thal is
done, your negotistions will be a'l twaddle. The gentle-
man from South Carolina, [Mr. Rugrr.] for the purpose
as [ thought, of frightening vs from the performance of
what we honestly believed to be our duty, has intimated
the probabllity of s combination on the part of the mon-

thoogh strife mest necessarly follow our action. He
says, and says truly, that when the western people are
once aroussd from the strugg'e, it needs no prophet to pre-
dict the result ; and seeming 10 believe me as one of the
spirits he described as panting for war, said, in compli-
ment, that I, Mr. Chairman, with rifle in band, would lesd
1o the dead'y breach. Why, sir, he has wholly mistaken
my character; I am a “man of peace;” | belong to that
anciect, war-haling and peace-loving people, called Qua-
kers, who datest war in all its forms, But notwithstand-
ing the prejudices that my education necessarily engender

Great |

ces which followed, the American revolution, planted deep
| in our soil the tree of liberiy,

The formation of our Constitation linked clusely to-
gother a chain of free republican Stales, s a rampart
sround that tree, (0 protect it from the outward pressure
occasiofed by the hostility of European governments to
the liberal principles that lny at the foundation of our
system of government. For hall a ceutury the repre-
seotatives of legitimacy looked upon this experiment with
great concern, and not a little fear of its co uences
upon their own ill-gotten power, which must welt under
the glowing light and scorching rays of the sun of liberty,
easting back his Lright effulgence upoa the Old World,
teaching man everywhere that God has given him rights,
snd demands that he should maintain them. Au first it
was hoped that this experiment wodld prove a failure;
that rivalry and heart-burnings would grow up between
the Noeth and she South, the East and the West, which

special interest in this question ; and in other quar-
ters it seemed to be understood as & western or north-
western question. He (Mr. W.) wonld say that the
Northwest bad a strong interest in this question. So
had the entire country ; and he (Mr. W.) was sur-
prised to sce the representatives from some portions
of the country apparently blind to that interest.

The honorable member from South Carolina (Mr.
Rbett,) bad, in addressing the committee, seen proper
to infer or suppose that the Northwest was desirous,
by means of this question, to bring on a war for war's
sake, and on the supposition that war would be profi-
table to the northwest in a pecuniary point of view;
and in this conclusion, so dishonorable to the North-
west, the member from South Carolina (Mr. Rbett,)
is fully sustained by some foreign newspapers, and
by some of the opposition papers at home. Sir,

on, no matter how many, they can do us yvery little
barm. According to the Ffrll![f’ll.‘aﬂ. we shall be very
badly off for mesns of defence or offence, for be eays
that our little privateers, and all our vessels, as soon
as they leave port will be out-run, overtaken, and
captured by the British steamers. I know (said Mr.
W.) that the British are great monopolizers; but I
never heard before that they had obtained the exclu-
sive patent lo the use of God Almighty's steam. |
hope that we also ean exercise the right of using it;
for if we are deprived of that right, we shall next be
denied the use of the wind. The gentleman has also
asked us how we are going to take Oregon ! whether
we can march an army aeross the Rocky mountains !
He says we cannot, for every height would prove a
Gibraltar, and that every y pass, snd every vale
in Oregon, will bristle with Britieh bayonets,

who, aithough at the late election they considered
Oregon a humbug, now find themselves paralyzed by
the will of their constituents ; and I would not dis-
courage them from taking that course which tLey now
found expedient, even by a taunt which | am incapa-
ble of uttering.

I bave said that I believed this treaty to be strictly
commercial in its character; and, therefore, I care
not what we may do, it will not violate its provisions
go long as we leave the British in possession of their
stipulated rights. 1 think that we can do all under
it that Great Britain has done, and something more,
We may organize & Territorial government in

and even admit it as a State of the Union. We may
take military possession of it for the purpose of de-
fending our settlers there from the Indians ; and all

: 1 Alas ! | this we have a right to do before we give the notice,
we have ne rifies!! Our riflemen are all dead!! Where It the President bad not recommended the notice, [




